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UnderSidnding Medid TextS:
Andlyzing d Mdgdzine'S Intent

TEACHER INFORMATION FOR LESSON:

Objectives:
v Students will learn to analyze a magazine's intent to understand its purpose

and target audience and will practice critical thinking skills by examining
content and visuals in a magazine.
Materials:
* A selection of age-appropriate magazines
(choose ones with a clear target audience, = ol A o
e.g., children's magazines) s JDvilte'ey WY Vil Gel
* Magazines with different themes (e.g., = 4 IR A%, o
science, fashion, sports, nature) Liae A =3, i
* Whiteboard and markers or a flipchart
* Worksheets with questions (INCLUDED)
* Scissors and glue sticks
* Chart paper and markers

Introduction (15 minutes):

1.Begin by discussing what students know about magazines. Ask questions like,
"What is a magazine?" "Have you ever read a magazine before?" "What do you
find in magazines?" Encourage students to share their thoughts.

2.Explain that today, they will be exploring magazines to understand why they are
made and who they are made for.

Activity 1: Magazine Exploration (20 minutes): Provide students with a selection
of magazines. Ask them to choose one and browse through it quietly, paying
attention to the content, pictures, and any advertisements.

After a few minutes, ask the students to pair up and share what they observed.
Encourage them to discuss what they think the magazine is about and who it
might be intended for.

Activity 2: Analyzing Content (15 minutes): Gather the students back together as
a group. Write the word "Intent" on the whiteboard or flipchart. Explain that
"intent" means the reason or purpose for doing something.
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Activity 3: Sharing and Discussion (15 minutes):
Have each pair of students share what they found about their chosen
magazine's intent. Encourage them to provide reasons for their answers.

Discuss the different intents and purposes students identified. Explain that
magazines can be made for many reasons, such as to entertain, inform, or
persuade.

Activity 4: Creating a Classroom Magazine (20 minutes):

As a class, brainstorm ideas for a pretend classroom magazine. What could be
the theme or focus of the magazine? Who would be the target audience (e.g.,
other students, parents, teachers)?

On chart paper, create a mock magazine cover with the title, images, and
headlines related to the chosen theme.

Invite students to contribute by drawing pictures or writing short articles
related to the magazine's theme. For example, if the theme is "Our School
Adventures," students can draw pictures of fun activities at school or write
short descriptions of their favorite school moments.

Conclusion (10 minutes): Reflect on the lesson by asking students what they've
learned about understanding a magazine's intent. Discuss how analyzing the
intent can help readers know if the magazine is right for them.
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